
" I wanted to do an easy-to-read book, but I was under an exclusive contract at a publishing 
house so I made up Edward, supposedly a cousin of mine from San Antonio. One day an edi-

tor called me and said 'we're having so much trouble reaching your cousin to get publicity ma-
terial, could you tell me something about him?' 'Well,' I said, 'It's very difficult for him living 
way out there near the crematorium with his eighteen children....' I just spun a whole yarn 

about this so-called cousin, and before I knew it, it was printed in a publication." 
 

 - about creating Edward Marshall from  "James Marshall", Gale Literary Databases; http//www.galenet.com. 

 

James Edward Marshall was born on October 10, 1942 in San Antonio, Texas on a large farm miles from the nearest town where 
his favorite books as a child included the novels of Charles Dickens and a twenty-four volume history of England.  Marshall had al-

ways had an interest in drawing but had given up the practice in the second grade when a teacher had laughed at his artwork.   

 

His first book, Byrd Baylor's Plink, Plink, Plink, published in 1971 turned out to be a commercial failure.  In 1972, Marshall 
wrote and illustrated George and Martha, the first book in a widely acclaimed series featuring a pair of hippopotamus 

friends. Marshall took the names of the two hippos from Edward Albee's play Who's Afraid of Virginia Wolf?, which was broadcast on 
television at the time he was making sketches for the book.  Marshall also coauthored with Harry Allard, and illustrated a series 

of books about "the Stupids," which "satirize the antics of the nuclear American family in the mass media of the 1950's." 
wrote Twentieth-Century Children's Writers.   Under the pen name "Edward Marshall", Marshall began to produce his "Fox" 
books, which is a popular easy-to-read series. Marshall is also the illustrator of Harry Allard's "Miss Nelson" series and has 

also retold several fairy tales and Mother Goose rhymes.   

 

Tragically, Marshall's life and career was cut short and he died at the age of 50 on October 13, 1992. His alma matter has made 
available The James Marshall Papers as archived in a special collection of the University of Connecticut’s Thomas J. Dodd Re-

search Center Library.  The University also offers the “The James Marshall Fellowship” annually to promising authors or illustrators 
whose work is made possible by research using the unique materials in the Northeast Children's Literature Collection at the Thomas 

J. Dodd Research Center. 
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" ...comedy — is 
very tricky. You 
can’t show how 
hard you work. 
You can’t call  
attention to 

yourself. You 
can’t show the 
wheels turning. 

It’s got to be like 
a balloon that 

floats up into the 
air. You don’t 

make the reader, 
the viewer aware 
of anything but 

the story.” 
 

 - when asked by 
Anita Silvey if his 
books were fun 
to create or a lot 

of hard work;   
originally aired 
on The Radio 

Review of NPR 
in August, 1986; 
as found on The 

Horn Book; 
http://

www.hbook.com
/history/radio/
marshall.asp. 

 
 

James Marshall Selected Bibliography 
Books Written and Self-Illustrated by James Marshall: 
 The Cut-Ups, Viking, 1984. 

 The Cut-Ups Cut Loose, Viking, 1987. 

 The Cut-Ups at Camp Custer, Viking Kestrel, 1989. 

 The Cut-Ups Carry On, Viking, 1990. 

 The Cut-ups Crack Up, Viking, 1992. 

 Four on the Shore, Dial, 1985. (Under the pen name Edward Marshall)  

 Fox on the Job, Dial, 1988. 

 George and Martha, Houghton, 1972, 48 pages, color illustrated:  The first commercial success of James 
Marshall tells the story of two best friends George and Martha, who also happen to be hippopotamuses.  The 
first in a long running series of stories of the author.  

 George and Martha Encore, Houghton, 1973. 

 George and Martha Rise and Shine, Houghton, 1976. 

 George and Martha One Fine Day, Houghton, 1978. 

 George and Martha Back in Town, Houghton, 1984. 

 George and Martha 'Round and 'Round, Houghton, 1988. 

 Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Dial, 1988, 32 pages, color illustrated:  This retelling of the fairy tale of 
three bears and a curious little girl named Goldilocks also won James Marshall a 1988 Caldecott Medal.  This 
is one of several fairy tales retold and illustrated by the author.  

 Hansel and Gretel, Dial, 1990. 

 James Marshall's Mother Goose, Farrar, Straus (New York, NY), 1979. 

 Little Red Riding Hood, Collins, 1987.  

 Space Case, Dial, 1980. (Under the pen name Edward Marshall) 

 The Stupids Have a Ball, Houghton, 1978. (Co-Authored with Harry Allard) 

 The Stupids Die, Houghton, 1981. (Co-Authored with Harry Allard) 

 The Stupids Take Off, Houghton, 1989. (Co-Authored with Harry Allard) 

 Swine Lake, HarperCollins, 1999, 40 pages, color illustrated: One of the only original stories told by James 
Marshall following his death, the book is also illustrated by Maurice Sendak of “Where the Wild Things Are” 
fame.  A hungry wolf stumbles upon pigs-but not just any pigs, they are performing in the Boarshoi Ballet in a 
performance of Swine Lake!  

 The Three Little Pigs, Dial, 1989. 

 Three Up a Tree, Dial, 1986. 

 Willis, Houghton, 1974. 

 Yummers!, Houghton, 1973. 

 

Books Illustrated by James Marshall: 
 Miss Nelson Is Missing!, written by Harry Allard, Houghton, 1977. 

 Miss Nelson Is Back, written by Harry Allard, Houghton, 1982. 

 Miss Nelson Has a Field Day, written by Harry Allard, Houghton, 1985. 

 Mary Alice, Operator Number 9, written by Jeffrey Allen, Little, Brown, 1975. 

 Lazy Stories, written by Diane Wolkstein, Seabury, 1976. 

 How Beastly! A Menagerie of Nonsense Poems, written by Jane Yolen, Philomel, 1980. 

 

Resources and Further Learning About James Marshall: 
 Contemporary Authors Online. Detroit: Gale, 2007. From Literature Resource Center  

 The Greenville Public Library Author Page as featured in the series Picture Book Author of the Month: 
http://www.yourlibrary.ws/childrens_webpage/e-author102001.htm 

 Carol Hurst Children’s Literature Site information from the Spring 1999 newsletter featured author  
http://www.carolhurst.com/newsletters/42enewsletters.html 

 The Horn Book online offers numerous documents available to non-subscribers including articles, reviews, 
editorials and interviews with James Marshall.   

 The Comic Spirit and Cosmic Order in Children's Literature by David L. Russel, Children's Literature As-
sociation Quarterly 15.3 (Fall 1990): p117-119.  

James Marshall 
posthumously won 

the Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Award in 

2007 from the ALA 
for his substantial 

and lasting  
contributions 

to literature for  
children over the 

years of his career.   


